ON   " A  RELIGIOUS  EXPERIENCE "
This remarkable interpretation has been met
with the criticism that the paucity of material
disallows such far-reaching conclusions concerning
the psychic processes of the young physician. I
think, however, that, in spite of this handicap,
Freud has successfully and lucidly established the
. psychic connection between the impression at the
sight of the corpse and the subsequent religious
conversion. We must admit that the insufficiency
of the material obviated an investigation into the
details of the psychic process. For psychological
analysis it would certainly have been preferable if
we had possessed more exact and exhaustive in-
formation about the mysterious conversion. How-
ever, it may be in the nature of things that the
conversion remains mysterious. Dogma maintains
that conversion is a process which is psychically
and psychologically all but incomprehensible, since,
for the most part, it is a manifestation of God's
Grace. St. Augustine has impressively described
how, at death, Grace inclines the soul of the sinner
toward the Faith (if this be his destiny), and how
divine mrtb takes possession of the human will
" indeclinabiliter et insuperabiliter " so that it is trans-
formed into a new will.*
The physician's letter was written a long time
after the experience ; nevertheless, in this case the
analysis was unable to take into account either the
later changes induced by memory or the psychic
stratification, both of which would be necessary
for a thoroughgoing analytic investigation.
2
Let us try to explore some of the lesser elements
which Freud's more general analysis passed by.
* De corrept. et grat. 12/38.
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